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Report Highlights: 
On December 17, 2003, the EU Agriculture Council approved a two-year extension to the US 
derogation on wine-making practices.  Two additional derogations on labeling and 
documentation were also extended by the Wine Management Committee on December 10th. 
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

On December 17, 2003, the EU Agriculture Council approved an extension to the derogation 
allowing US wines made with certain practices that are not approved in the EU to continue to 
be exported to the EU.  This derogation was set to expire on December 31, 2003.  The 
derogation has been extended for two years or until the conclusion of a US-EU wine 
agreement.  Negotiations on a wine agreement between the US and the EU are ongoing. 
 
On December 10, 2003, the EU Wine Management Committee extended two additional 
derogations, which were also set to expire.  The first relates to a provision allowing US wines 
exported to the EU to mention the State or wine-growing region on the label as long as 75% 
of the grapes were harvested in that region and all of the grapes were harvested in the US.  
The second also affects Australia and relates to the use of a simplified “VI1” form which must 
accompany shipments of wine to the EU.  While the Wine Management Committee initially 
approved the two extensions for one year only, it is expected that these extensions will be 
changed to two years in line with the extension for wine-making practices approved by the 
Agriculture Council. 
 
Visit our website: our website www.useu.be/agri/usda.html provides a broad range of 
useful information on EU import rules and food laws and allows easy access to USEU reports, 
trade information and other practical information.  E-mail: AgUSEUBrussels@usda.gov 
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